
described by Dr. M'Connell in The Lancet for August 21, 1875, and named
by Dr. Cobbold " Diastoma sinense." All Dr. Macgregor's patients were
Chinese, as were Dr. M'Connell's, and Dr. Macgregor believes the parasites
are introduced by a species of snail which forms an article of their diet. He
regards the paralysis as of a reflex origin. The spinal cord was found to be
healthy on microscopical examination.

THE MAINE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

Members who have attended the meetings of the Maine Medical Associa-
tion for many years declare that no session has been more successful than that
which closed on Thursday noon. Everything conspired to make the gather-
ing agreeable and useful. The attendance was large, the enthusiasm and good
feeling were notable, the original papers were numerous, and the signs of
progress conspicuous in every direction. The junketings, so common on such
occasions, were entirely dispensed with, and nobody seemed to feel that any
detriment was sustained in consequence.
A very important alteration in the method of increasing the membership

was made. Hereafter candidates must apply by letter and present suit-
able recommendations to the board of censors a month before the annual
meeting, and every member is to be notified of all such applications a fortnight
before the meeting. In this way an opportunity is afforded every one to ob-
ject seasonably to an undesirable addition to the roll.
As usual, a good deal of interest was shown in educational matters. Dr. T.

A. Foster, the visitor to the Medical School of Maine, made a report which
showed that he had not followed the example of some of his predecessors who
have satisfied themselves with a perfunctory discharge of their duties. He
had attended many lectures, listened to oral examinations, read examination
papers, made inquiries of students, and taken every means to make a thorough
and genuine inspection of the school ; and, as a result of his work, he ex-
pressed the opinion that the institution is an honor to the State and deserves
the hearty support of the profession. The only change in the faculty during
the last year was in the chair of anatomy,

—

Dr. S. H. Weeks, of this city,
very acceptably occupying the position so long and ably filled by Prof. Thomas
Dwight. A written entrance examination was held at the beginning of the
term, and resulted in the rejection of a number of candidates. Although the
questions were of the most elementary character, it was evident that not a few
of the applicants had to exert themselves rather painfully in the effort to solve
them, rendering it more than probable that requirements such as are insisted
oil before admission is granted to ordinary high-schools would have consider
ably reduced the size of the class. Some of the college boys got hold of the
list of questions, and the next number of the Bowdoin Orient contained the
following supposed conversation, which certainly might have taken place:
First Medic, after repeating a simple question in arithmetic, " Did you do that
sum ? " Second Medic, " Why, no, a fellow would have to understand frac-
tions to do that." It is indeed true that some men who are studying (!) med-

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at DEAKIN UNIVERSITY on July 20, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



icine and are admitted unchallenged to almost any medical school in the coun-
try are wretchedly deficient in the very rudiments of a preliminary education.
The teachers in this State, however, are determined that such dullards shall
not become pupils of theirs, preferring to have small classes of well-prepared
students who will appreciate their teaching, rather than large numbers, a con-
siderable proportion of whom are poorly qualified for their work, and are con-
sequently a hindrance to the rapid progress of their fellows. In this respect
they present a decided contrast to the managers of a prominent metropolitan
college, who not only admit any male human being who pays the fees, how-
ever ignorant he may be, but actually put a premium on unfitness and inca-
pacity by advertising all over the country that "no preliminary examination is
required." The Portland School for Medical Instruction, determined to ad-
vance its standard of requirements as rapidly as it can consistently with its
continued existence, has even gone so far as to announce that, after January,
1878, no person will be received who is not familiar with the elements of Latin
and natural philosophy, being in this regard close on to the heels of Harvard.
This school, appreciating a need which physicians, especially in country prac-
tice, often experience, has recently established a chair of dental surgery, from
which will be taught the essential points in the management and treatment of
the teeth. The good work done by the Portland school has induced the asso-
ciation to give it official recognition by ordering the annual appointment of
visitors to report upon its condition and progress. The association adopted a
resolution expressing the opinion that the best interests of the Medical School
of Maine would be promoted by its removal to Portland as soon as suitable
accommodations can be provided. This would not involve the sundering of
its official relations with Bowdoin College, of which it is the medical depart-
ment, and would give far greater facilities for clinical instruction than can be
obtained in any town where there are no hospitals or dispensaries.
The committee to which had been assigned the duty of memorializing the

legislature in behalf of a State Board of Health reported that, though much
hard work was devoted to the presentation of the case, so little impression
was made upon the law-makers that the majority of the committee on the ju-
diciary, to which the bill was referred, reported that legislation was inexpedi-
ent. A minority report, however, was presented in favor of the proposed law,
but the movement was quickly killed. Some of the arguments against the
establishment of the board were indeed wonderful. One Solon said that it
would be injurious, because, as soon as the board pointed out the hopelessly
unsanitary regions the places would be depopulated ; another evidently feared
that the habitations of factory operatives would have to undergo too close
scrutiny ; very many thought it was all a move of the medical men to get their
fingers into the treasury; and one horny-handed son of the soil, a capital rep-
resentative of the " old codger " element, vehemently declared that the board
was not needed, as the country was already so healthy that the doctors could
not get a living. But we are not discouraged yet, and mean to keep at
the work until an efficient law is enacted. It is clear, though, that there is a
great deal of labor needed in educating the people up to a point where they
can see the absolute necessity of an operative health-bill. It is probable that
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the legislators fairly represent their constituents ; and, if this is so, the proper
way to succeed is to convince the voters that they must send their representa-
tives to Augusta with instructions to favor the movement.
Another committee of the association will besiege the capital next winter,

its object being to effect such a change in the laws relative to malpractice that
the plaintiff will be made responsible for the cost» of court in case he fails to
substantiate his charges. Here, as everywhere else, surgeons are continually
exposed to the annoyance and expense of malicious suits, which rarely succeed
to be sure, but always deplete purses which are never plethoric ; and it is high
time that some steps were taken to relieve the profession from the harrass-
ing attacks of conscienceless patients and their Dodson-and-Fogg allies, who
are always eager to take the case " on spec."
But I must leave these matters of general interest at once, or there will be

no room in my letter even to mention the various papers on medical topics
which were presented. Dr. Hutchinson, of Portland, gave the history of a
number of cases of scarlet fever treated with sulpho-carbolate of sodium,
which he regards as a remedy of peculiar value in this disease. Dr. Donovan,
of Lewiston, read an interesting paper on necrosis. Dr. Brickett, of Augusta,
gave an abstract of his paper on Ovariotomy in Maine, according to which
there have been nearly one hundred operations, with a little more than sixty
per cent, of recoveries. Dr. Greene, of Portland, reported on the best meth-
ods of treatment for fractures about the elbow-joint, and exhibited a patient
whose shocking deformity he had greatly relieved by tenotomy. Dr. Tewks-
bury, of Portland, gave a verbal report on the treatment of fibroid tumors of
the uterus. Dr. Bray, of Portland, gave the history of a case of strangulated
hernia, which almost miraculously recovered. Dr. Brown, of Paris, reported
several curious cases of injury about the head. Dr. Gerrish, of Portland, made
a second report on the use of salicylic acid by Maine physicians, and presented
a paper on the sanitary condition of this city. Dr. Small, of Portland, read
an essay on anaesthetics in obstetrics. Dr. Spalding, of Portland, reported on
the ophthalmoscope in medicine ; Dr. Files, of Portland, on antiseptic sur-
gery ; and Dr. Holt, of Portland, on otology. Other papers were read by
title, and do not demand especial mention. The volume of transactions of
this year promises to contain an unusual amount of original work, and it is
hoped that, before many years, the association may be strong enough to de-
cline to publish anything which is not strictly such in every respect.
On Wednesday evening the annual oration was pronounced by Dr. George

F. French, of this city, who took Materialism for his subject. His treatment
of the theme was scholarly and pleasing, and his essay was received with
marked expressions of approbation.
Dr. Theodore H. Jewett, of South Berwick, formerly professor of obstet-

rics and diseases of women and children in the Medical School of Maine, was
elected president for the ensuing year, and Dr. Charles 0. Hunt, of Portland,
is permanent secretary. The next meeting of the association will be held on
the second Tuesday of June, 1878. Gamma.
Portland, June 16, 1877.
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